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In those remote times caUed the Fifties (the rhetoric of our on-going Cultural Revolution has speeded up the historical process so that events more than five years in the past seem to have occurred in the Pleistocene Era) Uterary critics speculated on The Death of the Novel. It now seems the critics went into pre mature mourning; the genre, while suffering some loss in vigor, is aUve and weU. Not that genres don't grow senile. Lyric poetry in the eighteenth century, modern tragedy and epic, the piano sonata 
